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cussion those blind alleys and dark, airless courts where, in dwellings 
unfit for human habitation, there still huddle the victims of their sur- 
roundings with their concomitant evils, drink and vice, and where pale, 
stunted, ill-fed children are living evidence of the conditions under 
which they have grown up. If the former Act has been operative on 
so comparatively small a scale, it seems hard!y surprising that the 
greater responsibilities of the Act of 1890 should have been shirked. 
The need of making provision for displaced tenants in situations con- 
venient for their work was much emphasized at the conference; but 
granting the necessity of this, it seems that the consequent arrange- 
ments, as welt as many other matters of financial importance, are 
more subjects for the men of business who largely make up our 
corporations, than for the medical officer of health, whose work is more 
concerned with the scientific aspects of sanitation. But, after all, this 
question is an eminently practical one, calling for all the experience 
and help which men of affairs can give in aid of the improvement of 
the conditions of life of their fellow-citizens. I t  is to be hoped that  
the amendment of the Act passed during the last session by which 
sanitary authorities can compulsorily acquire land outside their own 
areas for the erection of working-class dwellings may help to the 
solution of some of the main difficulties in the questiou. 

NEWCASTLE CORPORATION AND SLUM 
PROPERTY. 

O~ October 9th, at Newcastle Police Court, there were a number of 
summonses by the Newcastle Corporation against owners of slu~l 
property, under the Housing of the Working Classes Act, 1890, Mr. 
Byrne asking for orders to have  the premises taken down. One of the 
defendants was an old man named Francis ~IcGeary, who was said to 
be known as " t h e  king of Silver Street," and he created no little 
amusement by the vehemence of his language. 

Inspector Wells gave evidence (hereto up,vended)as to the shocking 
dilapidated condition of the houses, 3 and 4, Granville Street, off City 
Road, in almost every room of which a separate family lived, defendant 
keeping up a series of constant interruptions. 

Sergeant Sheridan : Half a moment ; listen ~o what that man says. 
McGeary : I won't listen to him. If that man did not say what he 

was told, he would not hold his situation. (Laughter.) 
Witness, continuing, said the sky could be seen through the holes in 

the ceiling, and the whole place was in a tumbledown condition. 
Defendant (gesticulating): The houses are as fit to go into as any 

house in England, but you are unfit to sell matches. (Laughter.) 
There is nothing in that Corporation but "hun t  the hare" to get situa- 
tions, and you are one of them. 

Dr. Armstrong corroborated the inspector, and stated that the houses 
were quite unfit for human habitation. 

Defendant : I met the doctor on Friday, and brought him into the 
back-yard and showed him where I made the last repairs, and he went 
away quite satisfied. (Laughter.) I f  there is a combination made up 
now, I can't help it. (Laughter.) They are only fit to be selling 
matches, and they would swear anything. (Great laughter.) I t  is a 
disgrace to be paying rates to support such a pack of scoundrels. I 
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am willing to do anything that is decent and just, but them fellows 
would- swear there was no hair on a cat. (Laughter.) 

The Magistrates made an order that the houses should be closed. 
Defendant left the Cour~ protesting that " h e  would not close them," 

and denouncing the Court and everyone connected with it in un- 
measured terms. 

H O U S I N G  OF T H E  W O R K I N G  CLASSES ACT, 1890. 

3 AND ¢, GRENVILLm STreET. 

Evidence of Mr. W. H. Welts, Inspector of Nuisances. 
No. 3.---The entrance-passage floor-boards are broken in many places, 

and the whole floor lying on the ground---i.e., no ventilation between 
the ground and the floor. 

Plastering, both o~ walls and ceiling of passage, is broken away 
in many places. 

Front-roo~ Downstairs, occupied by Hall.--The floor is broken ia 
places and lying on the ground. A very large hole in the floor near 
the fireplace. A large piece of plaster from the ceiling is broken in. 

Three panels are out of the pantry door. Rain comes through the 
floor above from the roof. 

The door from the passage into the room is broken, and patched 
with what seem to be bits of wood from an egg packing-case. 

Front-room Upstairs, occzvpied by C~rundy.--The roof leaks badly. 
Both floor-boards and ceiling plaster broken in several places. 

Back-room Upstairs, occupied by Gormolly.--Ceiling plaster broken 
and patchecl up with bits of wood. The sky can be seen through the 
chinks between the said pieces of wood and the roof above them. 
Floor-boards much broken, and patched with bacon packing-case wood. 
StaircaSe very dark. 

Pail-closet not fit to use. Everything about i t~floor,  walls, roof, 
and seat--r ickety and in a tumbledown condition. 

No. 4.--The entrance-passage floor-boards are broken and patched 
up with odd bits of wood, and the whole is lying on the ground. [n 
many parts there are no boards, but just the bare ground showing. 

The plaster of the passage walls and ceilings is broken off in many 
places, and the partition between the plaster and the front-room down- 
stairs appears to be ready to fall. I t  can be shaken with the hand, 
and a good push would, without doubt, send it into the room. 

.Front-room Downstairs, occupied by Higgins.--There are holes through 
the floor. On one side of t h e  room the wall or p~rtition seems ready 
to fall (this is the partition referred to in the description of the pas- 
sage). 

JPack-room Downstairs, occupied by Chambers.--This room is in a 
wretched condition. Both walls, floor, ~nd ceiling are broken in many 
places. 

_Front-rooms Upstairs, occupied by Campbell.--There ar~ two rooms. 
The plaster is off in many places from both ceilings. 

Back Holding Upstairs, occupied by Clark (two rooms).--No door to 
pantry. Holes through the floor. Doer between the two rooms is 
broken to pieces, and seems to be held together with tacks and strips 
of wood. The roof leaks very badly. The s~aircase is very dark. The 
steps are broken so much as to be dangerous. There are no eaves- 
spouts to the roof of this house and that of No. 3. 

The pail-closet is in the same condition as described for No. 3. 


